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INDEX MEDICUS (NEW SERIES) 


Now the November 1959 issue of the Current List of Medi- 
cal Literature has appeared, and all that remains to be done 
to complete this publication is to bring out the cumulative 
index issue for the last half of 1959. Before it appears, 
however, the first issue of the new Index Medicus will have 
come out. 








Putting together the first issue of a new publication is 
never easy; this time around has been especially difficult. 
The Index Division staff has had to cope with the old while 
readying the new. It has had to deal with a battery of new 
and strange machines which exhibited an unhappy proclivity 
for refusing to function at crucial moments, and often at 
other times as well. It is hoped and believed that these 
growing pains will pass with time. 


The first issue of the Index Medicus will be rather a 
slim one; it contains only some 6,000 articles. It has been 
produced, necessarily, over an extended time schedule; the 
"manuscript" is already on its way to the printer. The new 
assembly line has had to be tested, probed, and repaired at 
many points, and a large group of people, inside and outside 
the Library, have had to become familiar with the new format 
and adjust to some radical changes. No doubt the publica- 
tion will mature as the months pass; everything possible 
will be done to assist this process. In any event, now the 
die is cast. 





The new Index Medicus is the subject of the Library's 
December-January exhibit. Sixteen panels show the steps in 
the processing of an article for the publication. Also to 
be seen are examples of various medical indexes published 
during the past eighty years, together with a graph illus- 
trating the evolution of these publications. 
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BOARD OF REGENTS 


The Board of Regents of the National Library of Medi- 
cine held its first meeting of the current fiscal year on 
November 13, 1959, under the chairmanship of Dr. Michael f, 
De Bakey. The Board inspected the new processing system for 
periodical indexing, and reviewed the Library's program for 
the coming year. 

The President has appointed Dr. Theodore R. Van Dellen, 
Assistant Dean of Northwestern University Medical School, to 
fill the last remaining vacancy on the Board. The complete 
roster of Board members is given below. Dates in brackets 
indicate year of expiration of term; where no year is given, 
the member is serving ex-officio. 


Dr. William B. Bean [1961] 
Head, Department of Internal Medicine 
State University of Lowa College of Medicine 


Dr. Leroy E. Burney 
Surgeon General, U. S. Public Health Service 


Mrs. Eugenie M. Davie [1962] 
New York City 


Dr. Michael E. De Bakey [1960] 
Professor of Surgery 
Baylor University College of Medicine 


Dr. Thomas Francis, Jr. [1960] 
Professor of Epidemiology 
University of Michigan School of Public Health 


Lieutenant General Leonard D. Heaton 
Surgeon General, United States Army 


Dr. Maynard K. Hine [1963] 
Dean, Indiana University School of Dentistry 


Rear Admiral Bartholomew W. Hogan 
Surgeon General, United States Navy 


Mr. Thomas E. Keys [1962] 
Librarian, Mayo Clinic 


Dr. William S. Middleton 
Chief Medical Director, Veterans’ Administration 


Dr. L. Quincy Mumford 
Librarian of Congress 
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Major General Oliver K. Niess 
Surgeon General, United States Air Force 


Dr. William W. Stadel [1961] 
Director, San Diego County Department of Medical 
Institutions 


Dr. Theodore R. Van Dellen [1963] 
Assistant Dean, Northwestern University Medical 
School 


Dr. Ernest H. Volwiler [1960] 
Chairman of the Board, Abbott Laboratories 
International Company 


Dr. Warner L. Wells [1963] 
Assistant Professor of Surgery 
University of North Carolina School of Medicine 


Dr. John T. Wilson 
Assistant Director for Biological and Medical 
Sciences, National Science Foundation 


RECENT REFERENCE WORKS 


American Medical Association. Digest of official actions, 
1846-1958. [Chicago, 1959] 779 p. $5. 





This work is arranged in the form of an encyclopedia, 
under broad rubrics from "Absenteeism" to "World Medical As- 
sociation," presenting in compact form the official actions 
of the AMA House of Delegates during the hundred years of 
the Association's existence. Most of the references are to 
the Proceedings of the House of Delegates, and otherwise to 
the JAMA. The entries necessarily vary in breadth, from 
"Helium"(one entry) to "Health Insurance, Voluntary and Com- 
pulsory" (174 entries). There is a 20-page index which pro- 
vides an approach to more specific items. Thus, while there 
is no main heading for “Index-Catalogue," there is such an 
entry in the index pointing to the appropriate information 
which has been grouped under the rubric "National Library of 
Medicine.” This very useful reference tool was compiled by 
Mrs. Susan Young Crawford of the AMA staff. 





Directory of the Medical Library Association, 2d ed. Hamden, 
Connecticut, Shoe String Press, 1959. xxxi, 274 p. $7. 





; When the first edition of this MLA Directory appeared 
in 1950, it listed 360 member libraries in a booklet of. 96 
pages. This new edition lists 558 institutional members; on 
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a geographical basis, along with 877 individual members of 
the Association. There is a 25-page index of libraries and 
special collections, and the certificate of incorporatiog | 
and up-to-date version of the MLA's by-laws are included ip | 
the preliminary matter. There is a Foreword by Dr. John PF, 
Fulton; the Preface is by Mrs. Henrietta T. Perkins, ener- 
getic Chairman of the MLA Directory Committee. Other members 
of the Committee are Jean E. Foulke, John P. Isché, Erich 
Meyerhoff, Philip Rosenstein, and Wilma E. Winters. 


CIRCULATION DIVISION CHIEF 


Mr. William H. Kurth has been appointed to the posi- 
tion of Chief of the Circulation Division of the National 
Library of Medicine and assumed his duties on November 30, 
In this position the important areas of Mr. Kurth's respon | 
sibility include binding, photographic services, and inter- 
library loans. For the past decade Mr. Kurth has served ag 
Assistant Chief of the Order Division of the Library of Con 
gress. 


NOTABLE ACQUISITIONS 


Dessen von Kronenburg, Bernhard. De compositione medicamen- 
torum hodierno aevo apud pharmacopolas passim extantiwm 
libri X. Lugduni, Apud haeredes Jacobi Juntae, 1556. 


Gabrielli, Andrea. De peste .... Bononiae, Apud Peregrinum 
Bonardum [1577]. 


La Framboisiére, Nicolas Abraham de. Scholae medicae .... 
Parisiis, Apud Joannem Jost, 1636. 


Redi, Francesco. Esperienze intorno alla generazione degl'+ 
Emeetti .... Terza impressione. Firenze, per Francesco } 
Onofri, 1674. 


Cope, Henry. Demonstratio medico-practica Prognosticorm 
Hippocratis. Gandavi, Typis Emmanuelis G. Le Maire [1754]. 


Nicolosio, Ignazio. Opus medicum dogmatico-critico-practi- ' 
cum seu Hippocrates Cous in Aphorismorum libris redivivus. | 
Neapoli, Ex typographia Joachim & Pauli de Bonis, 1788. 


Twenty one theses of the seventeenth and eighteenth ce 5 
turies, mostly from Leiden and Strasbourg, have also beet j 
acquired. 





Use of funds’ for printing this publication approved by the Director 
of the Bureau of the Budget, March 22, 1957 








